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South Green Junior School

Flexi-schooling policy

What is flexi-schooling?

The responsibility for a child receiving full-time education while he or she is of
statutory school age lies with the parent or guardian/carer. Where a parent/carer
educates a child through a pattern of provision partly at school and partly at home or
elsewhere as an expression of parental preference, this is called flexi-schooling.

The Department for Education Guidance states:

“‘Although children being home-educated are not normally registered at any school,
parents sometimes choose to make arrangements for a child to receive part of the
total provision at a school - the purpose of this will often be to provide education in
specific subjects more easily than is possible at home. Such arrangements are
sometimes known as ‘flexi-schooling’. Schools are under no obligation to agree to
such arrangements, but some are happy to do so. When a child is flexi-schooled, the
parents must still ensure that the child receives a suitable full-time education but the
element received at school must be taken into account in considering whether that
duty is met.”

Flexi-schooling arrangements are not the same as elective home education nor the
temporary reduced time-table arrangements a school may put in place in exceptional
cases to support a child’s reintegration back into school.

The Governing Body of South Green Junior believes:

«  Our inclusive ethos can accommodate most learners.

«  That children within our community benefit from attending school full time so
that they can make the most of its broad, balanced and inclusive curriculum
designed to meet the needs of its learners.

- That we can meet the needs of all learners in terms of exploring their
potential.

- That we offer support to parents/carers in terms of supporting their child both
academically and socially.

- That we give children great opportunities to acquire new knowledge and skills
and allow children to apply these skills in a variety of ways, preparing them
for life.

«  We work hard to raise standards and levels of achievement and this is best
done within our school communities

«  We teach skills for life — attendance, punctuality, resilience. tolerance,
friendship and community living

«  That our school continues to work hard to improve its levels of attendance.



South Green Junior school recognises that parents/carers may choose other ways
for their child to engage in very effective, full-time, and suitable education. One way
could be for them to request that a school considers entering into a flexi-schooling
arrangement.

At South Green Junior School, we will consider requests from parents/carers for
flexi-schooling in year 3 and year 4. Requests for flexi-schooling will not be
considered in higher year groups unless there are exceptional reasons, such as
returning to school after a serious illness.

The school will only consider flexi-schooling for one day a week, which will be on a
Friday.

The initial request must emanate from the parent/carer with parental responsibility.
The school will not suggest or encourage a family to undertake flexi-schooling.

Other considerations
The child may find that their limited attendance makes it difficult to maintain strong
relationships with peers and may experience an element of social exclusion.

If a child moves to a different school, there will be no guarantee that flexi-schooling
will be able to continue. This will be a decision that the Headteacher of the new
school will be required to make.

SEND

Arrangements for flexi-schooling may make both the identification of SEN and the
ability to meet those needs more difficult to secure. An effective assessment would
need to take place across both the school and home-schooling elements of the
child's education which could present logistical challenges.

Education, Health and Care plan
Where a child has an Education, Health and Care plan (EHCP) the decision to agree
to flexi-schooling must be taken in conjunction with the local authority (LA).

If flexi-schooling is agreed upon for a child with an EHCP, this should be recorded on
the EHCP and progress monitored through the usual annual review process.

The school receives full funding for flexi—schooled pupils and they must be included
on all census returns.

The responsibility for the flexi-school arrangement lies with the school and not the
LA. The school will need to work with parents to address any issues that arise.

How should an application for flexi-schooling be made?

Flexi schooling must not be confused with elective home education. Parents/carers
have a legal right to choose to home educate their child but parents/carers do



not have a legal right to insist on a flexi-schooling arrangement being agreed
by a school.

Whilst a parent/carer may request that their child is flexi-schooled, it is entirely at the
discretion of the Head teacher, acting with the authority of the governing body, as to
whether or not the school is prepared to agree to a flexi-schooling arrangement.

If a parent/carer is interested in making a request for a flexi-schooling arrangement,
contact must be made directly with the Head teacher so that the proposal may be
considered. Each proposal will be considered on its own merits and within its
individual context taking into account the best interest of the child, their educational
progress and achievement, safety and well-being, together with the likely impact on
the wider school community.

Appeals

There is no appeal against the decision of the Head teacher not to agree to a flexi-
schooling request or if the Head teacher decides to cease an individual child's flexi-
schooling arrangement.

Agreement for flexi-schooling

If flexi-schooling is agreed upon by the Headteacher, a written agreement will be
drawn up with the parents or carers so that expectations and arrangements are clear
for both parties. The agreement will include:

« the normal expected pattern of attendance at school

« the rationale for why the flexi-schooling arrangement is in the best interests of
the pupil

e procedures for flexibility around special events which fall outside the normal
arrangement

e how the register will be marked

« that the school will follow up on any unexpected or unexplained absence in
the same way as it does for other children

o Pupil Progress. Parents are expected to keep records of learning coverage
and their child’s progress in the off-site element of the agreement. Learning
progress should be recorded and shared with school on a regular basis. It is
likely that Ofsted would assess the evidence that the parents keep. The
format for the recording is not set by the school but could take the form of
journal keeping including children’s writing, parental observations, reports and
annotated photographs

« What the arrangements will be at times of children’s assessment, both in
house and statutory assessments. As flexi schooled children are officially on
roll at the school they must be included in statutory assessments such as the
Year 4 multiplication tests and the end of Key Stage assessments. All children
are expected to complete these assessments. Pupils who are flexi-schooled
must attend school on the days that tests are planned for, whether these be
in-house or statutory tests.

o agreement that if the parent or carer chooses to employ someone to educate
their child at home, they will be responsible for making sure that those whom



they engage are suitable to have access to children and will be responsible
for meeting all costs related to this decision

« details of any special educational needs and associated provision

« arrangements for regular planning and review meetings between parent or
carer and school to ensure the child achieves his/her potential and to promote
good home/school relationships

« clarity about the circumstances under which and with what notice either party
can withdraw from the arrangement

The agreement will also include arrangements for the resolution of any disputes. The
usual processes are for disputes to be resolved at the most informal level possible.
However, any complaints will need to be considered by the Headteacher first and
then the Governing Body, as set out under the school's complaints procedure.

Please see Appendix 1 for an example of the agreement forms.

Recording and monitoring flexi-schooling

It is not appropriate for schools to mark the register as “approved off-site activity" for
the time the pupil is being flexi-schooled as the school has no supervisory role in the
child's education at such times and has no responsibility for the welfare of the child
while he or she is at home.

Any sessions where the pupil is receiving education at home will be recorded as
‘authorised absences' within the school's register. This will have a detrimental impact
on the overall absence levels of the school in question.

The code schools are required to enter into their register for any such sessions is the
'C' code which reflects that the pupil is absent due to 'other authorised
circumstances'. In other words, the flexi-schooling arrangement has permitted the
pupil to be absent from school.

Ofsted

Schools that have flexi-schooled pupils should be ready to discuss with Ofsted
inspectors the arrangements they have in place to deal with the requirements of
these pupils. Schools are held to account through inspection for the performance of
pupils and that will include any who attend the school as part of a programme of
flexi-schooling.

Schools are required to provide a clear narrative behind weaker attendance data
when using the 'C' code.

Monitoring
Neither the LA nor the school has a statutory duty to monitor the quality of home
education on a routine basis.

If it appears to the school that parents or carers are not providing a suitable
education as agreed, the school may ask the parent or carer to take remedial action.



If the parent or carer declines to do so or the school is still concerned about the
provision of education at home, the school may withdraw its agreement to the flexi-
schooling arrangement. The child would then be required to return to school full-time.

A School Attendance Order would not be appropriate as the child is on the roll of a
school.

This policy will be reviewed annually in the summer term

Next review: summer term 2026






Appendix 1

Flexi-schooling

Contract and Attendance Agreement

Child’s name

Name of parent(s), carer(s)

Admissions form completed

Yes / No /n/a

What attracted you to flexi
schooling?

(continue overleaf if necessary)

What are your expectations of
the school-based part of the
Education?

(continue overleaf if necessary)

What are your expectations of
the home-based part of the
Education?

(continue overleaf if necessary)

Do you intend to follow the
National Curriculum at Home?

Form of Education to date

F/T School P/T School

Home Education




Levels of attainment achieved
(if applicable)

Additional Needs (if applicable)

Confirmation that child will Yes / No
attend school on days that
either in house tests or

statutory tests are planned.

Educational Assessment/ Yes / No

Review Acceptable?

Child will complete record of Yes / No
achievement

How this will be recorded

Please tell us anything else
you feel we may find useful
about yourself or your child




Flexi-schooling:

Contract for Provision of Education — Part 1 School

Child’s name

Name of parent(s), carer(s)

South Green Junior School is responsible for the education of the above named child
on the day/s and times set out in the attached Attendance Agreement and timetable.

The educational provision will be suitable to your child’s age, aptitude and ability as
set out in s7 of the Education Act 1996 and will include:

(inc here SEN provision, access to school trips etc, Assessments and areas of
curriculum taught etc)

Whilst your child is on school premises or the School is acting in loco parentis the
school will maintain primary responsibility for your child’s safety and welfare

The school and parent/carer will meet every half-term for a review meeting to
discuss your child’s progress and review the attendance agreement.

The school can withdraw from this agreement at any time by giving reasonable
notice in writing (two weeks).

Head teacher

Date




Flexi-schooling:

Contract for Provision of Education — Part 2 Home

Child’s name

Name of parent(s), carer(s)

I/we are responsible for the education of the above-named child on the days and
times set out in the attached Attendance Agreement and timetable.

The educational provision will be suitable to our child’s age, aptitude and ability as
set out in s7 of the Education Act 1996 and will include:

During school hours timetabled for home-based education I/we will maintain primary

responsibility for our child’s safety and welfare

I/'we understand | can withdraw from this agreement at any time by giving reasonable

notice in writing (two weeks)

Parent/carer

Date
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Flexi-schooling:

Attendance Agreement

Child’s name

Name of parent(s), carer(s)

At South Green Junior School, we will consider requests from parents/carers for flexi-
schooling in year 3 and year 4. Requests for flexi-schooling will not be considered in higher
year groups unless there are exceptional reasons, such as returning to school after a

serious illness. The school will only consider flexi-schooling for one day a week, which will
be on a Friday.

MORNING AFTERNOON

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

The pupil’s education will be split between home and school as set out in the above
timetable

Headteacher Date

Parent/carer Date
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